
Dear 2018-19 MAP Project Members: (If you are a club leader or FFA Instructor, please make sure that your 
members are aware of this information.) 

  
Our office was made aware that we provided some incorrect information at the beef kick-off meeting this week. 
Because it is information that affects all project members, we are sending this out to all beef, swine and sheep 
project members. 
  
WLIC, the company utilized by the Meat Animal Project Committee for the project’s tags and DNA, has 
announced some changes to their DNA program to better enhance results at the Exhibitor and County level. In 
2019, they will be processing tissue DNA samples instead of hair cards. Reasons for this decision include 
limited hair processing labs, insufficient samples from exhibitors, and inaccurate reads. By processing tissue 
samples, WLIC is able to find labs to process the DNA more readily and get a more accurate read from a more 
consistent sample. The tissue sample applicator makes tissue collection quick and easy for all exhibitors, 
similar to an ear-tagger. The applicator collects a sample of tissue smaller than a hole-punch and provides a 
less-stress experience for livestock in comparison to pulling hair. 
  
WEIGH-IN / IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS – ALL SPECIES (Please refer to pages 8 & 9 in the MAP 
Handbook) 
For the 2018-2019 project year, youth in the beef and sheep MAP projects have the option to weigh-in and 
have their animal(s) tagged at the initial species weigh-in date or submit a DNA sample and tag your animal 
yourself. Either way your animal is receiving an RFID tag. All swine project animals must utilize the DNA 
option. 
Weigh-In Option: 

1. Attend your specie weigh-in date. (2 tags will be provided per youth member. If an exhibitor chooses to 
weigh in more than two animals per species they will be required to pay for additional tags at the cost of 
$2.50 each.) 

2. Each youth and family will be asked to lead/push their own animal on to the scale. 

3. A MAP Committee member will tag and record the weight and information. 

DNA Option: 

1. Purchase a DNA kit from WLIC ( https://wiid.org/programs/dna-fair/ ) for each animal you want to identify. 
WLIC’s website also has instructions and videos on the tissue DNA samples. 

a. Allow ample time to receive DNA kits from WLIC in order to properly comply with deadlines. 

b. Please be aware that an applicator is now necessary for the new DNA tissue sample collections. You may 
obtain an applicator by: 

i. Purchasing your own. 

ii. Checking it out from the UW-Extension Office. (The Meat Animal Project Committee is purchasing 6 
applicators that will be available for check out. Simply call 920-674-7295 to reserve.) 

iii. WLIC will also provide DNA tissue sample applicators for rent at the cost of shipping only each year for 
those who are not interested in buying an applicator. 

2. Submit DNA sample to WLIC by the required date and then tag your animal. 

3. RFID Tag should be placed in the animal’s left ear. 

  
If you are an exhibitor showing at County only and/or County & Wisconsin State Fair (WSF) for DNA 
required: 

 If you select the DNA Option, your samples are still eligible for WSF. (One DNA kit per animal for both and 
the DNA kit needs to be submitted to WLIC to be considered eligible at the county level and WSF.) 

https://wiid.org/programs/dna-fair/


 WLIC will share all DNA samples received with WSF for exhibitors showing at the state fair. 

  
Exhibitors showing ONLY at WSF: 

 Since WSF requires DNA hair samples, please contact the state fair office directly for more information. 

  
We realize that change is not always easy and we apologize for any inconvenience. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Meat Animal Project Committee 
 


